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Foreword

This American Version of the international rules governing fencing competitions is translated and
adapted from the 2001 French edition published by the FIE and incorporates changes made by the
FIE Congresses and adopted by the USA Fencing Board of Directors through August 2016. Unless
otherwise noted here or in the USA Fencing Operations Manual, these rules apply to fencing
competitions in the United States.

The publication in electronic format with year and revision dating at the bottom of each page is
intended to simplify the incorporation of future changes to the rules. Updates to the rules will be
made available as approved on the Fencing Officials Commission website.

The United States Fencing Association, Inc. doing business as USA Fencing (founded as the Amateur
Fencers League of America in 1891) is a not-for-profit, tax-exempt organization primarily engaged

in increasing participation in the sport of fencing. Membership in USA Fencing, in an appropriate
category, is open to anyone who has an interest in fencing. USA Fencing is the official governing
body for amateur fencing activities in the United States, and is so recognized by the Unites States
Olympic Committee and the International Fencing Federation (FIE). Accordingly, the authority

to enact, amend, and repeal the rules governing amateur fencing in the United States rests solely
with the Board of Directors of USA Fencing. As a matter of policy, USA Fencing normally follows
the technical rules enacted for the sport by the FIE, with occasional minor exceptions that are duly
announced. The rules for fencing, as set forth in this book, therefore apply to all USA Fencing
championships and nationally-rated competitions, and, unless exceptions have been announced in
advance by the appropriate authorities, apply also to all events scheduled by any Section or Division
of USA Fencing, or held under USA Fencing auspices.

“USA Fencing” is a registered trademark of the United States Fencing Association, Inc.

USA Fencing

4065 Sinton Road, Suite 140

Colorado Springs, CO 80907

TEL: 719/866-4511

FAX: 719/328-8998

E-mail: infoQusfencing.org
http.//www.teamusa.org/USA-Fencing.aspx

Copyright © 2018 United States Fencing Association, Inc. doing business as USA Fencing. Permission to copy this work
electronically or in print is granted only if reproduced in whole for personal or classroom use. It may not be edited,
altered, or otherwise modified, except with the express permission of USA Fencing. Reproduction for sale or any other
commercial purpose is strictly prohibited.
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Preface

This American edition incorporates the most recent FIE rules changes, using terms commonly used in
American fencing. Some changes of form have been made to increase the clarity of the text, without
altering the original intent. At times, a note is provided in text that is boxed off in order to explain
application of a certain rule.

The 2010 update was a significant and much needed update to the 2008 USFA rulebook. The content
of the rules did not significantly change, although the discerning reader will notice some differences
in translation. These changes were intended to standardize the language used throughout the US
version of the rules. The Table of Contents, the index, and all cross-references through the text now
have hyperlinks to facilitate finding related rules. This most recent update corrects errata from the
previous version, as well as the most recent modifications to the rules. New text from the prior
version is marked in green text to facilitate identifying changes, although deleted text is not noted.
The USA Fencing Operations Manual is still the definitive organizational rules source for US fencing,
and provides US specific information as to how tournaments are run.

The ongoing publication of an American version of the FIE Rules has been carried out under the
auspices of the Referees Commission (formerly Fencing Officials Commission) of USA Fencing.

This current edition is based, in large part on the British translation of the FIE Rules. Over the

years, a number of USA Fencing members have been involved in the publication of this book. Omar
Bhutta, Ann McBain Ezzell, Bill Oliver, Mary Frye and the translation advice of Nancy Anderson
were instrumental in editing previous editions of the rulebook. Many thanks go out to the current
members of the RC Rules Committee for their continued advice and input. I would also like to
acknowledge Steve Higginson and the British Fencing Association for their continued assistance in
the English translations from the French, as well as their generous help in keeping track of the myriad
changes that occur.

Illustrations were graciously provided by Steve Higginson and the British Fencing Association.
Some of the images have been modified to contain American English, and some were recreated in
Photoshop to ensure high resolution images.

I am happy to announce that this version of the rules is also now available in formats optimized for
various eReaders on the Fencing Officials Commission website.

Bradley Baker
Editor
Philadelphia, PA
6/1/2018
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ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THE TEXT

cf. (followed by a number) = see article number

s. (after a number) = and the following article

ss. (after a number) = and the following articles

cf. x/y (when part of a cross-reference, e.g., cf. t.97.1/3) = see rules 1 and 3 under article t.97

cf. x-y (when part of a cross-reference, e.g., cf. t.97.1-3) = see rules 1 through 3 under article t.97

NuMBERING OF ARTICLES
The FIE rules are broken into separate rulebooks, each with a different scope. The USA Fencing
rulebook combines all of these documents into a single one.
Articles that begin with “i.” are from the introduction, and relate to the history of the Rules.

Articles that begin with “t.” are from the first book, “Technical Rules,” and have to do with technical
descriptions of fencing and its equipment.

Articles that begin with “0.” are in the second book, “Organizational Rules,” and have to do with the
organization and control of fencing competition. The companion to this section is the USA Fencing
Operations Manual, and can be found on the USA Fencing website.

Articles that begin with “m.” are in the third book “Material Rules,” and have to do with the weapons
and electrical apparatus and their specifications.

Articles that begin with “p.” are in the fourth book “Publicity Code,” and have to do with advertising
and sponsorships.
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1.1

i.2

RULES FOR COMPETITIONS

IGNORANCE OF THE RULES IS NO EXCUSE

INTRODUCTION

Historical Note

The technical rules of the Fédération Internationale d”Escrime were unanimously adopted
by the International Congress of National Olympic Committees held at Paris in June

1914 for use in all events at the Olympic Games. They were first codified in 1914 by the
Marquis de Chasseloup-Laubat and Monsieur Paul Anspach and issued in 1919 with the
title of “Rules for Competitions.”

They were modified by various FIE Congresses and were revised after the 1931 Congress
and again after the 1954 Congress when they were renamed “Technical Rules.” They were
revised and modernized after the 1958 Congress and renamed “Rules for Competitions.”

The amendments made by Congress held between 1964 and 1972 were incorporated in
the new updated edition published in 1972. The amendments made by Congress between
1973 and 1983 inclusive were incorporated in the new French updated edition published
in 1983. Subsequent amendments were included in a restructured edition published in
1997.

This edition includes all amendments made before April 1st, 2017.

The Rules for Foil were adopted on 12 June 1914 by the Committee for Foil of the FIE
at a meeting in Paris under the presidency of General G. Ettore, representing the Italian
Fencing Federation, who edited the proposed rules.

They were basically the same as those drawn up by Monsieur Camille Prévost, President
of the Académie d’Armes and President of the Technical Committee for Foil of the
French National Federation. They also conformed to the rules drawn up by the Marquis
de Chasseloup-Laubat for “Les Armes de France,” to the various earlier international
regulations drawn up by the different countries affiliated to the FIE, and to the Franco-
Italian rules.

The rules governing foil competitions judged with the electrical judging apparatus were
adopted in 1957 and modified by various later Congresses up to the present date.

Epée
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i.3

1.4

1.5

The Rules for Epée drawn up in 1914 coordinated and completed all the various épée
rules which existed prior to the foundation of the FIE and which had been evolved from
1892 both in France and elsewhere, notably by:

— The Permanent Committee of la Société d’Escrime a I'Epée de Paris, I’Académie
d’Epée; la Société d’Entrainement a I'Escrime et au Pistolet; and les Armes de France

— The 1905 International Committee, subject to the laws of each country, regarding the
application to dueling

— L’Union des Sociétés Francaises de Sport Athlétiques (USFSA)
— Le Comité National des Sports de France
— The French Olympic Committee

— The Organizing Committees for the Tournaments held at Nice, on the Riviera, at
Ostend, etc.

The rules governing épée competitions judged with the electrical judging apparatus were
adopted in 1936 and subsequently modified by various later Congresses up to the present
date.

The Congress of 1984 approved the introduction of Ladies” Epée; the Congress of 1987
decided that World Championships for Ladies” Epée should be organized from 1989
onwards.

Sabre

The FIE Sabre Rules include the essential portions of the rules which were adopted at the
Olympic Games in London in 1908 and in Stockholm in 1912.

They also conform to the basic principles of the Ostend rules and of the Hungarian rules
and were adopted on 12 June 1914 by the Committee for Sabre of the FIE assembled in
Paris under the chairmanship of Dr. Bela Nagy, President of the Hungarian Fencing
Federation, who edited the proposed rules.

The rules governing sabre events fenced with an electrical apparatus were adopted in
1988.

World Championships

In accordance with the decisions taken at the Congresses at Antwerp (1920, 1939), the
Hague (1927), Amsterdam (1928), Brussels (1937, 1947), Madrid (1962), Paris (1987),
Cape Town (1997), Neuchatel (1998) and Lausanne (1999), official male and female
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championships, called Open World Championships (called European Championships
until 1936) are held annually under the auspices of the FIE, for both individuals and
teams, in foil, épée and sabre.

2. Inaccordance with the decisions taken by the Congresses held at Paris (1949, 1951, 1959),
Venice (1955), Madrid (1962), Gdansk (1963), Paris (1987), Neuchatel (1998) and Lausanne
(1999), World Junior Championships are held annually under the auspices of the FIE,
comprising individual and team competitions, both male and female, in foil, épée and
sabre.

3. Inaccordance with decisions taken by the Congress held at Neuchatel (1998), the World
Cadet Championships consist of individual competitions, both male and female, in foil,
épée and sabre.
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Book 1

Technical Rules
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Part I

GENERAL RuLEs AND RuLes ComMoN To THE THREE WEAPONS

CHAPTER 1

APPLICATION OF THE RULES

Obligatory use of the Rules
t.1

These Rules are obligatory without modification for the “Official Competitions of the FIE,”
Viz.:

— The World Championships, in all categories
— The fencing events at the Olympic Games
— All World Cup competitions

— The Zonal Championships
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CHAPTER 2

GLOSSARY

COMPETITIONS

Assaults and bouts

t.2
A friendly combat between two fencers is called an assault. When the score of such an assault
is kept to determine a result it is called a bout.
Match

t.3
The aggregate of the bouts fought between the fencers of two different teams is called a match.
In French, the word “match” means a combat between two fencers (“bout” in English). In English, the
word “match” means a contest between two teams (“rencontre” in French).
Competition

t.4
1. A competition is the aggregate of the bouts (individual competitions) or of the matches

(team competitions) required to determine the winner of the event.
2. Competitions are distinguished by weapons, by the competitors” sex, by their age and by
the fact that they are for individuals or for teams.

Championship

t.5
A championship is the name given to a competition held to determine the best fencer or the
best team at each weapon for a federation, for a specific region or for the world and for a
specific period of time.
EXPLANATION OF SOME TECHNICAL TERMS COMMONLY USED IN THE JUDGING
OF FENCING!
Fencing time

t.6
Fencing time is the time required to perform one simple fencing action.

1 It is stressed that this section in no way replaces a treatise on fencing and is only included in order to help the

reader to understand the Rules.
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Offensive and defensive actions

t.7
1. The offensive actions are the attack, the riposte and the counter-riposte.

— The attack is the initial offensive action made by extending the arm and continuously
threatening the opponent’s target, preceding the launching of the lunge or fleche (cf.
t.56ss, t.75ss).

— The riposte is the offensive action made by the fencer who has parried the attack.

— The counter-riposte is the offensive action made by the fencer who has parried the
riposte.

2. The defensive actions are the parries.
— The parry is the defensive action made with the weapon to prevent an offensive
action arriving.
Explanation
Offensive actions
t.8

1. The attack
The action is simple when it is executed in one movement and is:
— either direct (in the same line),
— or indirect (in another line).
The action is compound when it is executed in several movements.
2. Theriposte

The riposte may be immediate or delayed, depending on what action takes place and the
speed at which it is carried out.

Ripostes are:
a) Simple, direct

— Direct riposte: a riposte which touches the opponent without leaving the line in
which the parry was made.

— Riposte along the blade: a riposte which touches the opponent by grazing along
the blade after the parry.

b) Simple, indirect

— Riposte by disengagement: a riposte which touches the opponent in the opposite
USA Fencing Rules For Competition 4 Version 6/1/18



line to that in which the parry was formed (by passing under the opponent’s
blade if the parry was formed in the high line, and over the blade if the parry
was formed in the low line).

— Riposte with a coupé: a riposte which touches the opponent in the opposite
line to that in which the parry was formed (the blade always passing over the
opponent’s point).

¢) Compound

— Riposte with a doublé: a riposte which touches the opponent in the opposite line
to that in which the parry was formed, but after having described a complete
circle around the opponent’s blade.

— Riposte with a one-two: a riposte which touches the opponent in the same line
as that in which the parry was formed but after the blade has first been into the
opposite line, by passing under the opponent’s blade.

3. Counter-attacks

Counter-attacks are offensive or offensive-defensive actions made during the offensive
action of the opponent.

a) The stop hit
A counter-attack made into an attack.
b) The stop hit made with opposition

A counter-attack made while closing the line in which the opponent’s attack will be
completed (cf. t.56ss, t.64ss and t.76ss).

c¢) The stop hit made within a period of fencing time, i.e., “in time” (cf. t.59, t.79).
4. Other offensive actions
a) The remise

A simple and immediate offensive action which follows the original attack, without

withdrawing the arm, after the opponent has parried or retreated, when the latter has
either quitted contact with the blade without riposting or has made a riposte which is

delayed, indirect or compound.

b) The redoublement

A new action, either simple or compound, made against an opponent who has
parried without riposting or who has merely avoided the first action by retreating or
displacing the target.

c¢) The reprise of the attack

A new attack executed immediately after a return to the on-guard position.
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d) Counter-time
Every action made by the attacker against a stop hit made by his opponent.

Defensive actions

t.9
Parries are simple, direct, when they are made in the same line as the attack.
They are circular (counter-parries) when they are made in the opposite line to that of the
attack.
The point in line position
t.10

The point in line position is a specific position in which the fencer’s sword arm is kept straight
and the point of his weapon continually threatens his opponent’s valid target (cf. t.56.3.a/b/c,
t.60.4.e, 1.60.5.a, t.76, .80.3.¢, t.80.4.a/b).
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t.11

t.12

t.13

t.14

CHAPTER 3

THE FieLp OF PLAY

The field of play should have an even surface. It should give neither advantage nor
disadvantage to either of the two fencers concerned, especially as regards light.

1. That portion of the field of play which is used for fencing is called the strip.

2. Competitions in the three weapons are fenced on the same strips.

1. The strip is from 1.5 meters to 2 meters wide.

2. The strip is 14 meters long, so that each competitor, being placed at 2 meters from the
center line has at his disposal for retreating a total distance of 5 meters without it being
necessary for him to cross the rear limit of the strip with both feet.

Five lines should be drawn very clearly on the strip at right angles to its length, as follows:

a) one center line which must be drawn as a broken line across the whole width of the
strip;

b) two on-guard lines at 2 meters on each side of the center line. These must be drawn
across the whole width of the strip;

c) two lines at the rear limits of the strip, which must be drawn across the whole width
of the strip, at a distance of 7 meters from the center line.

d) Inaddition, the last 2 meters of the strip before these rear limit lines must be clearly
distinguished — if possible by a different color of strip —to make it easy for the fencers
to be aware of their position on the strip (see Figures 1 and 2).
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Figure 1. Strip for Semi-Finals and Finals (maximum height 50 cm)
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Figure 2. Standard Strip for all three weapons
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t.15

CHAPTER 4

THE FENCERS” EQUIPMENT (WEAPONS — EQUIPMENT — CLOTHING)

Responsibility of fencers

Fencers arm, equip and clothe themselves and fence at their own responsibility and at
their own risk.

It is obligatory for any fencer who warms up or trains with another fencer on site at a USA
Fencing competition (including in the training halls linked to the competition) to wear
fencing clothing and equipment which conforms with the USA Fencing regulations.

Any person giving a lesson must wear at least a fencing master’s plastron, as well as a
fencing glove and a mask conforming to the regulations.

Any fencer taking a lesson must wear at least a mask and a glove.

The Supervisor of the competition or a member of the Bout Committee must penalize any
person not respecting this rule with a yellow card, followed by a black card in case of a
repeated infringement.

The safety measures specified in the Rules and in the standards contained in the
Appendix to them and the methods of control laid down in the present Rules (cf. Material
Rules) are only designed to increase the fencers’ safety and cannot guarantee it. They
cannot, therefore, whatever the manner in which they are applied, impart responsibility
to the FIE, or to the organizers of competitions, to the officials or personnel who carry out
such organization, or to those who may cause an accident.

USA Fencing Rules For Competition 10 Version 6/1/18



t.16

t.17

CHAPTER 5

FENCING

Method of holding the weapon

With all three weapons, defense must be effected exclusively with the guard and the blade
used either separately or together.

If the handle has no special device or attachment or special shape (e.g., orthopedic), a fencer
may hold it in any way he wishes and he may also alter the position of his hand on the handle
during a bout. However, the weapon must not be —either permanently or temporarily, in an
open or disguised manner — transformed into a throwing weapon; it must be used without
the hand leaving the grip and without the hand slipping along the grip from front to back
during an offensive action.

When the handle has a special device or attachment or has a special shape (e.g., orthopedic)
it must be held in such a way that the upper surface of the thumb is in the same plane as the
groove in the blade (in foil or épée) and perpendicular to the plane of the flexibility of the
blade in sabre.

The weapon must be used with one hand only; a fencer may not change hands until the end
of the bout, unless the Referee gives special permission in the case of injury to the hand or
arm.

Coming on guard

The fencer whose number is called first should place himself on the right of the Referee,
except in the case of a bout between a right- and a left-hander, if the left-hander is called first.

The Referee places each of the two competitors in such a way that the front foot of each is 2
meters from the center line of the strip (that is, behind the “on-guard” lines).

Competitors are always put on guard, whether at the beginning of the bout or subsequently,
in the center of the width of the strip.

When placed on guard during the bout, the distance between the two competitors must be
such that, in the point in line position, the points of the two blades cannot make contact.

After the scoring of a valid touch the competitors are put on guard in the middle of the strip.

If no touch is awarded they are replaced in the position that they occupied when the bout
was interrupted.

At the beginning of each period (in a direct elimination bout) and of any additional minute of
fencing time, the fencers are placed on guard in the middle of the strip.
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t.19

10.

11.

12.

The competitors may not be replaced on guard, at their correct distance, in such a way as to
place behind the rear line of the strip a fencer who was in front of that line when the bout was
halted. If he already had one foot behind the rear line, he remains in that position.

If a fencer crosses the lateral boundaries of the strip, with one or both feet, he must be placed
on guard at the correct distance, even if this means that he is placed behind the rear line and
thus causes a touch to be awarded against him (cf. .28, t.102).

Competitors come on guard when the Referee gives the order “On guard,” after which the
Referee asks, “Are you ready?” On receiving an affirmative reply, or in the absence of a
negative reply, he gives the command for fencing to commence with the word “Fence.”

The fencers must come on guard correctly and remain completely still until the command
“Fence” is given by the Referee.

In foil and sabre, fencers may not come on guard in the in line position.

Beginning, stopping and restarting the bout

Beginning the bout

1. The start of the bout is signaled by the word “Fence.” No movement made or initiated before
the word “Fence” is counted.

Stopping the bout

2. The bout stops on the word “Halt,” except in the case of special events occurring which
modify the regular and normal conditions of the bout (cf. t.32.1/2).

3. Assoon as the order “Halt” has been given, a competitor may not start a new action; only
the movement which has begun before the order was given remains valid. Everything which
takes place afterwards is entirely non-valid (But cf. t.32.1/2).

4. If a competitor stops before the word “Halt,” and is touched, the touch is valid.

5. The order “Halt” is also given if the fencing of the competitors is dangerous, confused, or

contrary to the Rules, if one of the competitors is disarmed or leaves the strip, or if, while
retreating, he approaches too near the spectators or the Referee (cf. t.26, t.54.5 and t.73.4.j).

Leaving the strip

6.

The Referee may not allow a fencer to leave the strip, save in exceptional circumstances. If
a competitor does so without permission he is liable to incur the penalties enumerated in
Articles t.114, t.116, t.120.

Fencing at close quarters

Fencing at close quarters is allowed so long as the competitors can wield their weapons correctly
and the Referee can, in foil and sabre, follow the phrase.
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t.21

t.22

USA Fencing Rules For Comp

Corps a corps

Corps a corps is said to exist when the two competitors are in contact; when this occurs the
Referee must stop the bout (cf. t.25, t.63.1/2/3).

In all three weapons it is forbidden for a fencer to cause corps a corps intentionally to avoid
being touched, or to jostle the opponent. Should such an offense occur, the Referee will
penalize the fencer at fault as specified in Articles t.114, t.116, t.120 and any touch scored by
the fencer at fault is annulled.

Displacing the target and passing the opponent

Displacing the target and ducking are allowed even if during the action the unarmed hand
and/ or the knee of the back leg comes into contact with the strip.

It is forbidden to turn one’s back on one’s opponent during the bout. Should such an offense
occur, the Referee will penalize the fencer at fault as specified in Articles t.114, t.116, t.120 and
any touch scored by the fencer at fault is annulled.

When a fencer goes completely past his opponent during a bout, the Referee must
immediately call “Halt” and replace the competitors in the positions which they occupied
before the passing took place.

When touches are made as a fencer passes his opponent, the touch made immediately is
valid; a touch made after passing his opponent by the competitor who has made the passing
movement is annulled, but the touch made immediately, even when turning around, by the
competitor who has been subjected to the offensive action, is valid.

If during a bout a fencer who has made a fleche attack has a touch registered against him and
he continues to run beyond the extreme limit of the strip sufficiently far to cause his reel or the
connecting line to his reel to be torn out, the touch which he has received will not be annulled
(cf. t.103).

Substitution and use of the non-sword hand and arm

The use of the non-sword hand and arm to carry out an offensive or defensive action is
forbidden (cf. t.114, t.117, t.120). Should such an offense occur, the touch scored by the fencer
at fault is annulled and the latter will be penalized as specified for offenses of the 2™ group
(red card).

In foil and sabre, it is forbidden to protect the target area or to substitute another part of the
body for the target area by covering it (cf. t.114, t.116, t.120); any touch scored by the fencer at
fault is annulled.

a) If, during the fencing phrase, there is protection or substitution of a valid surface, the
fencer at fault will be penalized as specified for offenses of the 1% group (cf. t.49.1, t.72.2)

b) If, during the fencing phrase, as a result of protection or substitution of a valid surface,

a touch caorrectly given is registered as not valid, the fencer at fault will be penalized as
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specified for offenses of the 1% group (cf. t.49.1, t.72.2) and the touch will be awarded by
the Referee.

3. During the bout, the fencer must not, under any circumstances, take hold of any part of the
electrical equipment with the non-sword hand (cf. t.114, t.116, t.120); any touch scored by the
fencer at fault is annulled.

t.23

1. If during a bout the Referee notices that one of the fencers is making use of the non-sword arm
and/or hand, or is protecting or covering the valid target with a non-valid surface, the Referee
can call for the help of two neutral judges who will be designated by the Head Referee.

2. These judges, one on each side of the strip, will watch all aspects of the bout and will
indicate, by raising their hand or when asked by the Referee, if the non-sword arm or hand
has been used, or if the fencer has protected or covered the valid target with a non-valid
surface (cf. t.49, t.72, t.114, t.116, t.120).

3. The Referee may also make the fencers change places so that the fencer committing this fault
does not have his back to the Referee.

Ground gained or lost
t.24

When the order “Halt” is given, ground gained is held until a touch has been given. When
competitors are replaced on guard, each fencer should retreat an equal distance in order to keep
fencing distance (cf. t.17.3/4).

t.25

However, if the bout has been stopped on account of corps a corps, the fencers are replaced on
guard in such a position that the competitor who has sustained the corps a corps is at the place
which he previously occupied; this also applies if his opponent has subjected him to a fleche
attack, even without corps a corps.

Crossing the limits of the strip
Stopping the bout
t.26

1. When a competitor crosses one of the lateral boundaries of the strip with one or both feet
completely off the strip, the Referee must immediately call “Halt.”

2. If the fencer goes off the strip with both feet, the Referee must annul everything that has
occurred after the boundary has been crossed, except a touch received by the competitor who
has crossed the boundary even after he has crossed it, provided that this touch results from a
simple and immediate action.

3. However, a touch scored by the fencer who leaves the strip with one foot only is valid
provided that the action was started before the “Halt.”

4. If one of the competitors leaves the strip with both feet, only a touch made by the fencer who

_remains on the strip with at least one foot can be counted valid, even in the case of a double
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touch.

Rear limits
t.27
Should a competitor cross the rear limit of the strip completely —i.e., with both feet—a touch will
be scored against him.
Lateral boundaries
t.28
1. If a competitor crosses one of the lateral boundaries of the strip with one or two feet, he must
retreat one meter from the point where he left the strip, and if he goes off the strip during an
attack, he must return to the position he occupied when he started his attack and then retreat
a further meter (but cf. t.29).
2. If the exercise of this penalty places a competitor with both feet beyond the rear limit of the
strip, that competitor is considered as having been touched.
3. A competitor who crosses one of the lateral boundaries of the strip with one or both feet—e.g.,
when making a fleche —to avoid being touched will be penalized as specified in Articles t.114,
t.116, t.120.
Leaving the strip accidentally
t.29
A competitor who involuntarily crosses one of the boundaries of the strip as the result of any
accidental cause (such as jostling) incurs no penalty whatever.
Duration of the bout
t.30

1. Duration of the bout is held to mean the effective duration, that is the total of the intervals of
time between the orders “Fence” and “Halt.”

2.  The duration of the bout is controlled by the Referee or by a timekeeper. For the finals of
all official competitions, as well as for all bouts for which a chronometer is visible to the
spectators, the chronometer must be so placed that it is visible to the two fencers on the strip
and to the Referee.

3. The effective duration of a bout is:
— For pools, 5 touches, maximum 3 minutes.

— For direct elimination bouts, 15 touches, maximum 9 minutes divided into 3 periods of 3
minutes, with one minute’s pause between any two periods.

—  For team matches, 3 minutes for each bout.
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t.32

t.33

The fencers may ask how much time they have left to fence each time that the fencing is
interrupted.

Any fencer who attempts improperly to cause or to prolong interruptions to the bout is
penalized as specified in Articles t.114, t.116, t.120.

At the expiration of the regulation fencing time, if the clock is linked to the scoring
apparatus (obligatory standard for finals of official FIE competitions), it must automatically
set off a loud audible signal, and automatically cut off the scoring apparatus, without
canceling touches registered before the disconnection. The bout stops with the audible signal.

If the clock is not linked to the scoring apparatus, the timekeeper must shout “Halt” (or
operate a sound signal) which stops the bout; in this case, even a “coup lancé” is not valid.

Should there be a failure of the clock or an error by the timekeeper, the Referee must
estimate how much fencing time is left.

When the wireless apparatus is used, no touches registered after the end of fencing time will
be awarded, even if a light is showing on the wireless apparatus.

Injuries or cramps, withdrawal of a competitor

For an injury or cramp which occurs in the course of a bout and which is properly attested
by the delegate of the FIE Medical Committee or by the doctor on duty, the Referee will allow
a break in the bout lasting no longer than 10 minutes. This break should be timed from the
point when the doctor gave his opinion and be strictly reserved for the treatment of the injury
or cramp which brought it about. If the doctor considers, before or at the end of the 10-minute
break, that the fencer is incapable of continuing the bout, the fencer must withdraw
(individual events) and/or be replaced, if possible (team events) (cf. 0.44.11.a/b).

During the remainder of the same day, a fencer cannot be allowed a further break unless as a
result of a different injury or cramp.

Should a fencer demand a break which is deemed by the delegate of the Medical Committee
or by the doctor on duty to be unjustified, the Referee will penalize that fencer as specified in
Articles t.114, t.117, £.120

In team events a fencer judged unable to continue the bout by the doctor may, nevertheless,
on the advice of the same doctor, fence in subsequent matches on the same day.

The Bout Committee may modify the order of bouts in a pool in order to ensure the efficient
running of the competition (cf. 0.16.1).
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t.35

CHAPTER 6

REFEREEING AND THE JUDGING OF TOUCHES

By accepting a position as Referee or judge, the person so designated pledges his honor
to respect the Rules and to cause them to be respected, and to carry out his duties with the
strictest impartiality and absolute concentration.

Referees may not combine their function with any other activity during the tournament,
such as member of the Bout Committee, team captain, official delegate of their national
federation, coach, etc.

The Referee

All bouts in fencing are directed by a Referee who must be in possession of an up-to-
date US or international refereeing license. For reasons of expedience, National category
Referees who are candidates for the FIE refereeing exams and have paid to take them are
authorized to referee Satellite competitions.

The Referee has many duties.

The Referee

a) calls the roll of the competitors (cf. t.86.1, t.86.5/6).
b) directs the bout.

c¢) must check the weapons, clothes and equipment of the fencers, according to the
regulations described below before each bout.

d) superintends the proper functioning of the electrical apparatus. Either on his own
initiative or when asked to do so by a team captain or competitor, he implements
tests necessary to verify the apparatus and locate any faults which may be found.
He will prevent the competitors from hindering the tests by unplugging or changing
their equipment prematurely.

e) directs the judges, timekeepers, scorers, etc.

f) positions himself and moves in such a way as to be able to follow the bout while
always being able to see the illumination of the signal lamps.

g) penalizes faults (cf. t.96.2).
h) awards the touches (cf. t.40ss).

maintains order (cf. t.96.1-4).
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t.37

j)  should consult the experts concerning the electrical apparatus whenever he considers
it necessary (cf. 0.7).

Judges

The Referee fulfills his functions with the aid of an apparatus for the automatic registering
of touches; he may also be assisted by two judges watching for the use of the unarmed
hand or arm, substitution of the valid target, touches scored on the floor in épée, leaving
the strip to the side or the rear or any other offense defined in the Rules (cf. t.120).

The judges are obligatory for all individual competition finals (wWhether of 4 or 8 fencers)
and for the final (2 teams) of team events.

The judges are placed on each side of the Referee, on either side of the strip; they watch all
aspects of the entire bout.

The judges must change ends halfway through each bout or after each period in direct
elimination bouts and after each bout in team matches, so as not to watch the same fencer
the whole time.

Attribution of referees and video consultants

Olympic Games and World Championships

Whenever video refereeing is used, there shall be designated video consultants who will watch
the bout live, then, should the need arise, subsequently on the video screen, and interact with
the referee as specified in t.42.3.

The video consultant must:

a) be areferee holding an FIE license for the year in question;
b) have been trained to assist with the video;
c) Dbe of a different nationality from the fencers on the strip;

d) be of a different nationality from the main referee.

Individual competitions

1.

For the rounds of pools and the direct elimination table, the Refereeing Delegates select
the Referees by drawing lots.

For the pools, the Referee must be of a different nationality from that of any of the fencers
in the pool.
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t.38

For the direct elimination tables at each weapon, the Refereeing Delegates establish,
among the Referees present, a list of the best referees in each weapon (according to the
grades obtained during the season).

For each quarter of the table, 4 Referees are assigned by drawing lots from among at least
4 to 5 Referees, to referee the bouts in the order of the table. They must be of a different
nationality from that of any of the fencers participating in that quarter of the table.

Then, the 4 video consultants will be assigned by drawing lots among at least 4 to 5
referees.

As the table progresses, the Referees will be switched around in a sequence established
beforehand.

At the end of each round, the Refereeing Delegates can withdraw one or more Referees
whose performance was not satisfactory. This decision must be taken by the majority

of the Refereeing Delegates present. However, a Referee may not be changed during a
bout except in exceptional circumstances. In such a case the decision, which must be well
founded, must be taken by the majority of the Refereeing Delegates present (this rule is
equally valid for team competitions).

For the final of 4, the Refereeing Delegates, immediately after the end of the direct
elimination tables, select 4 Referees by lot from among at least 4 to 5 Referees, who must
be of a different nationality from any of the fencers.

15 minutes before the final, the Refereeing Delegates will draw lots to assign the Referees
for all the bouts for the two semi-finals, in the following order: 1st semi-final, 2nd semi-
final.

As soon as the two semi-finals are over, the Refereeing Delegates will establish a list of
4-5 referees and draw lots to assign the Referee and the video consultant for the final, as
well as (at the Olympic Games) the Referee and the video consultant of the bout for the 3™
place.

The drawing of lots is done with the help of a computer for the whole of the competition
right through to the final. The computer program must record each drawing of lots

so that it is possible to know which referees were submitted for each draw. The
computer program should also be able to indicate whether the draw for any round was
subsequently redone.

In conformity with articles t.37.2 and t.37.3, the designation of the video consultant must
be made by drawing lots using a computer program. The name and nationality of the
video-consultant must also be written on the pool or match sheet, beside those of the
referee.

Team competitions

The same rules as those in article t.37 3), 4), 5), 6) and 7) are applied to the team competitions,
with two Referees per match.
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World Cup competitions

t.39

Rules described in t.37 and t.38 above are applied by the Bout Committee, assisted for the

finals by the official FIE Refereeing delegate.

Method of judging touches

Materiality of the touch

t.40

1. The materiality of the touch is established according to the indications of the apparatus,
and when necessary by consulting the judges (cf. t.36).

2. Only the indications of the electrical apparatus as indicated by its own lamps or by
the extension lamps can be taken into consideration for judging touches. Under no
circumstances can the Referee declare a competitor to be touched unless the touch has
been properly registered by the apparatus (except as provided for in Articles t.49.1 or
when a penalty touch has been awarded).

t.41

On the other hand, the Referee should, in the cases enumerated for each weapon, annul a
touch registered by the apparatus (cf. t.53ss, t.66ss, t.73).
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Validity or priority of the touch
t.42

1. Assoon as the bout has stopped, the Referee briefly reconstructs the movements which
composed the last fencing phrase.

2. After reaching his decision regarding the materiality of a touch, the Referee, by applying
the rules, decides which fencer was touched, whether both were touched (épée) or if there
was no valid touch (cf. t.55ss, t.64ss, t.74ss).

3. Video refereeing

Rule t.42.3 only applies to USA Fencing tournaments where video refereeing is in use.

a) Video refereeing is compulsory at all 3 weapons at Grand Prix, Senior World Cup
individual and team competitions, the World Championships and Olympic Games,
Zonal Championships, and qualification events for the Olympic Games. It is
optional at the Veteran World Championships.

i) For World Cup Individual, Grand Prix competitions, Zonal Championships
and qualification events for the Olympic Games, video refereeing is
compulsory and must be used as soon as the timetable allows the competition to
be run on only 4 strips, and in any case from the table of 64.

ii) For World Cup team competitions, video refereeing is compulsory as soon as
the timetable allows the competition to be run on only 4 strips, including the
matches for 3™ place but excluding the 